
If you have paid for foreclosure prevention 
assistance and think you may have been a 
victim of a scam, contact the Ohio Attorney 
General Consumer Protection Section at 
(800) 282-0515 or the Cuyahoga County 
Department of Consumer Affairs, Consumer 
Protection Division at (216) 443- 7035.

Fight the Blight:  
Delinquent Tax Assessment Collection
The Cuyahoga County 
Prosecutor’s Office is 
engaged in a number of 
projects to fight blight in 
the community. 

So far, through authority 
granted under Ohio law, the Prosecutor’s Office 
has invested more than $11.25 million in funds 
recaptured from delinquent taxes. 

These investments have supported projects 
including:

• Nuisance abatement in Cleveland and local 
suburbs;

• Financial assistance to delinquent 
homeowners through the operation of the 
Foreclosure Prevention Program;

• Financial assistance for local counseling 
agencies assisting with Foreclosure 
Prevention Programs and negotiating 
with mortgage holders for assistance to 
homeowners;

• Support for the Moving Ohio Forward 
Demolition Program, through which the 
Prosecutor’s Office contributed $5 million 
for demolition assistance—$1 million to 
Cleveland, $1 million to East Cleveland, 
and $3 million to Cuyahoga County Land 
Reutilization Corporation; and

• Development of Abandonment Free Zones 
through $2.35 million in assistance to 
target demolition in areas near the main 
campuses of the Cleveland Clinic, and 
MetroHealth Medical Center.

• Using fines from a convicted flipper to fund 
targeted demolitions in the Slavic Village 
neighborhood.
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A number of organizations provide free resources 
to homeowners facing foreclosure. Below are just 
a few of the available options:

Neighborhood Housing Services 
of Greater Cleveland 
www.nhscleveland.org/save-my-home
(216) 458-HOME (4663)

United Way’s First Call for Help
www.unitedwaycleveland.org
Call 2-1-1 in Cuyahoga County

Cleveland Housing Network
chnnet.com/fpp.aspx
(216) 325-1150

Empowering and Strengthening Ohio’s People 
(ESOP)
www.esop-cleveland.org/programs-services
(216) 361-0718

Legal Aid Society of Cleveland
www.lascleve.org/get-help/special-programs/
foreclosure
(888) 817-3777



Understanding Tax Collection and 
Payment Plans
Ohio real property taxes are collected in arrears, 
meaning your current tax bill covers the previous 
half-year’s charges. Payments are due in January 
and July. When taxes are paid by the due date, 
taxpayers avoid penalties and interest assessed 
for late payments.

One important way to prevent foreclosure is to 
open your mail. Taxpayers can most easily avoid 
increased costs, penalties and tax foreclosure by 
keeping informed and responding quickly.

If you find yourself unable to pay your property 
taxes, contact the Cuyahoga County Treasurer 
as soon as possible to determine whether you 
may be eligible for a payment plan. 

Call (216) 443-7420 or complete a Request Form 
at: http://treasurer.cuyahogacounty.us/en-US/
delinquent-tax-notice.aspx.

The County Treasurer has sole authority to grant 
payment plans for unpaid taxes. When a taxpayer 
engages in a payment plan:

• No additional penalties will be assessed 
against the past-due taxes;

• The property will not be subject to a tax 
certificate sale; and 

• The property will not be offered at a 
Sheriff’s Sale. 

Note, however, that all new tax bills must be 
paid in addition to the payments for the past-
due taxes.

Fighting Blight in Your Community
Eighty-five percent of the properties subject 
to tax foreclosure complaints filed by the 
Prosecutor’s Office are vacant lots or non-
occupied, abandoned structures. By foreclosing 
against these types of properties, legal title to 
the properties are cleared, and the properties 
are directed to more productive uses. 

If you see a problem property in your 
community, report the problem. Contact your 
local police department or the building and 
housing department of your municipality.

Abandonment Free Zones
Among the blight-prevention initiatives of 
the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor’s Office, 
the Prosecutor’s Office is working with 
government and community partners to 
create Abandonment Free Zones, near the 
main campuses of the Cleveland Clinic and 
MetroHealth Medical Center. 

The Prosecutor’s Office support will accelerate 
demolition of several hundred abandoned, 
blighted structures in these target areas. By 
establishing these Abandonment Free Zones, 
the Prosecutor is supporting efforts by the City 
of Cleveland and the Cuyahoga County Land 
Bank to reduce crime, fight blight and promote 
economic development in the target areas. 

Understanding Tax Foreclosure
Tax foreclosures are different from mortgage 
foreclosures. In Ohio, land and buildings are 
valued and taxed to support local government 
services. For example, approximately 60% of your 
tax payment goes to your local school district.

When property owners don’t pay their taxes, 
it triggers a process authorized by Ohio law 
that may result in the County Treasurer asking 
the County Prosecutor to file a tax foreclosure 
complaint. Occupied properties will be filed 
as judicial cases that are heard by a judge or 
magistrate. Vacant and abandoned properties, 
a chief source of neighborhood blight, may be 
filed with an expedited process overseen by the 
County Board of Revision.

Tax foreclosure cases will typically have one of 
three results: 

1) The property owner will pay the full amount 
necessary to satisfy the tax delinquency, 
assessments, penalties, interest and court costs; 

2) The court or Board of Revision will order the 
property sold at Sheriff’s sale, or 

3) The Board of Revision will order the property 
transferred to a municipal or county land bank. 

Under Ohio law, a property owner retains title 
and may be responsible for all property taxes, 
housing code violations and other liabilities 
relating to the property until a Sheriff’s sale is 
confirmed or a court or Board of Revision orders 
a transfer of title. 

If you or property you own is involved in a tax 
foreclosure and you are unsure of your rights or 
responsibilities, you may wish to get the advice 
of an attorney.


